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Social and economic settings have both a relational and a spatial component. 
Consequently, the economic development of regions depends on the 
structure and dynamics of social networks, and conversely, the evolution of 
networks often takes particular spatial form and depends of geographical 
context. While research in geography has started using networks to explain 
spatial phenomena, network researchers have identified space as an 
important aspect of the formation of social relations. These points of cross-
fertilization have led to special issues in both fields, such as in Social Networks 
(Doreian and Conti 2012) or the Journal of Economic Geography (Glückler and 
Doreian 2016). Moreover, recent contributions in evolutionary economic 
geography (e.g. Boschma et al., 2015) have indicated ways in which 
interaction between the two research streams can lead to a better 
understanding of the spatiality of networks and the network foundations of 
regional development. This session aims to enforce the mutual engagement 
between theory-led economic geography and the growing portfolio of 
methods and techniques in network science. Within a broad range of possible 
topics at the intersection of relational geography and network studies, we 
invite contributions that may address the following issues: the spatial 
evolution of networks, the role of spatial context for social networks, the 
impact of organizational networks on regional economic development, 
concepts and methods for the relational analysis of regions and the spatiality 
of organizations, the dynamics of intra- and inter-organizational networks in 
and across space, the relational structure of markets at regional and global 
scale. 
  
Please submit your abstract through the conference website between 15 
November 2017 and 15 March 2018: 
https://www.gceg2018.com/call-for-sessions-and-papers.html 
  
For any queries, please contact Robert Panitz (panitz@uni-heidelberg.de) or 
Johannes Glückler (glueckler@uni-heidelberg.de) 
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